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Word Choice Checklist (
1. Highlight any non-standard words (in other words, not words like the, is, that, etc.) that are used more than a few times in your story.


Examples:

· Usually he listened.  He also usually pretended to listen.  His wife usually got upset.

· In the scene, she cried four times.  The scene was a very emotional piece.  The feeling stayed throughout the scene.
· She did not believe in euthanasia.  Rallying against euthanasia, she started a new club.


2. Underline slang or non-standard English or regional expressions.


Examples:

· We get real swole going to the gym.

· Did you go there yet?


3. Underline jargon.  Jargon is words that only a certain profession or group of people would understand.


Examples:

· I enclosed the SASE
· I was elated when the editor requested a partial.

4. Box unnecessary little words like just, that, which, the, etc.


Examples:

· I just came to see you.

· She decided that whatever happened would happen.


5. [Bracket] all adverbs.


Examples:

· She was [very] pretty.

· He ran [swiftly].


6. Put *asterisks* next to all boring words.

· It was *good*.

· She looked *nice*.

· He *ran*.

Once you've done that, revise in the following ways.

1. Eliminate and replace redundant words.

2. Eliminate and replace slang.

3. Eliminate and replace jargon.

4. Eliminate unnecessary little words.

5. Replace as many adverbs as possible with more colorful language.

6. Replace boring words with more descriptive language.

Word Choice Workout
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